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force behind every activity. The same idea has been more
vividly explained by the closing line of the fourth stanza,
thasmin apo Mathariswa dadhati.
Matharishva means Vayu or air. Apo dadhati means
"bears water". It is a well known fact that Siva bears Ganga
on His head. Srikalahasteeswara is a Vayu Linga and there
are arrangements for performing abhisheka from a dharapatra
hung over it. As one sees the abhisheka, he realises that Vayu
is bearing water. The term apo also means Karma while
Matarishva refers to Jeeva. Taken together, these words
would mean that all activities of individual jeevas are within
the Cosmic Self. The wind, the active principle in all
creatures on which depends the aggregate of causes and
effects and into which they are woven like warp and woof
is a sort of thread connecting the whole universe. Such
matarishva directs the functions of things such as flaming
and burning of fire, shining of Sun or raining of clouds. The
intricate meaning of the Upanishadic Mantra is made explicit
by the simple device of Abhisheka to the Vayu Linga.
Tadejathi tannei jathi, tadoorae tadwanthikae appearing
in the fifth mantra are contradictory terms trying to explain
the qualities of Atman or Parameswara. It moves, and it
moves not; it is far and. it is near; it is inside all this, it is
also outside all this.
There are two oil lamps burning in front of the Linga
in the Garbhagriha one of which is always flickering while
the other burns steadily. The flickering lamp is the proof of
the deity being Vayu Linga, as it moves as if kept in an airy
place. Even the Archakas are forbidden from touching the
Linga whereas it was freely touched and worshipped by a
spider, a snake and an elephant as also by Kannappa. Thus
it is far and it is near. In other words, it is not easily accessible
to the ignorant even after thousands of years and is therefore
distant from them. On the other hand, it is close to the Gnani
who realises that it resides inside (antah) him. Tad antaryasya
sarvasya. Atman, like air, is inside and outside all. Being